
Systems Hardware 
Data Sheet

Highlights

• Get unlimited access to
IBM storage software

• Easy to understand,
predictable per-TB pricing

• Improve the way you
manage, protect and store
data

• Simplify the evolution to a
software-defined
infrastructure

• Deploy storage software
your way: systems, servers,
or cloud

IBM Spectrum Storage Suite

Industry-leading flexibility and cost-
efficiency for today’s rapidly growing and
changing data storage

Data today is not only growing faster and bigger than ever, it’s
also considerably different than it has been. It comes from
different places: social media and the Internet of Things, in
addition to the enterprise itself. It’s used in different
operations: analytics and cognitive workloads as well as
backups and archiving. It’s structured differently: on flash, as
file and object data, and as traditional block data. And it’s
stored differently: in a software-defined, storage-rich server
infrastructure and in the cloud rather than only a storage area
network (SAN) environment.

But just as these differences can make data more beneficial
for business, they can also add complexity and cost for IT.
Challenges ranging from management to licensing often arise
from the jumble of multi-vendor applications typically
deployed to support virtualized environments. But integrated
solutions managed together and purchased together under a
simplified licensing and pricing structure—and then used as
needed at no additional expense—can provide the
streamlined management and lower cost organizations need
to get the most from data.

IBM Spectrum Storage Suite gives you unlimited access to
members of the IBM Spectrum Storage software family and
IBM Cloud Object Storage software with licensing on a flat,
cost-per-TB basis to make pricing easy to understand and
predictable as capacity grows. Structured specifically to meet
changing storage needs, the suite is ideal for organizations
just starting out with software-defined storage as well as
those with established infrastructures who need to expand
their capabilities.
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The evolution from SAN to software-defined, storage-rich servers

Organizations worldwide are finding that the data from traditional workloads such as databases,
email and enterprise resource planning (ERP) systems is growing at a much slower rate than
data from social media, the Internet of Things, cognitive computing and other new sources. To
meet their capacity needs, many continue to maintain their traditional data on SAN-based

systems—while storing rapidly growing newer data on storage-rich servers.  

As storage capacity grows, the challenge is to provide full storage functionality regardless of
platform—while helping reduce storage costs and predict future storage expenditures.

The simplified IBM approach to improving storage capacity
management

IBM Spectrum Storage Suite is designed to help improve the way you manage, protect and store
data; deploy new capacity faster; and change or add software without raising license costs.
Licenses are calculated on the amount of storage capacity you’re managing, not the number of
software products you’re using. Yet it provides full coverage for software-defined storage needs
along with benefits for operations and the budget. The suite gives you access to seven members
of the IBM Spectrum Storage family and IBM Cloud Object Storage software:

IBM Spectrum Control—Integrated data and storage management software that provides
monitoring, automation and analytics for storage

IBM Spectrum Protect—Scalable hybrid cloud data protection for physical file servers,
applications, and virtual environments.

IBM Spectrum Protect Plus—Complete VM protection and availability that’s easy to set up and
manage yet scalable for the enterprise

IBM Spectrum Archive—Direct, intuitive and graphical access to data stored in IBM tape drives
and libraries

IBM Spectrum Virtualize—Virtualization of mixed block storage environments to improve
efficiency, reduce cost, and simplify management

IBM Spectrum Scale—Advanced storage management of unstructured data for cloud, big data,
analytics, objects and more

IBM Cloud Object Storage—Flexible, scalable and simple object storage with geo-dispersed
enterprise availability and security for hybrid cloud workloads

IBM Spectrum Discover—Modern AI workflow and metadata management software for
exabyte-scale file and object storage with hybrid multicloud support.
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Deployment and management flexibility for today’s storage
environments

IBM Spectrum Storage family and IBM Cloud Object Storage software enable the full range of
storage options—so they provide the flexibility you need to support traditional SAN-based
storage and then transition at the rate that is best for you to a software-defined, storage-rich
server environment and the cloud.

IBM Spectrum Scale, for example, is the software at the heart of IBM Elastic Storage System
3000. But it also can be deployed on servers to enhance the flexibility, performance,
manageability and scalability of server storage. Or you can deploy IBM Spectrum Scale in the
cloud, on completely virtualized server storage. With this flexibility, you can get more from your
existing server-based storage; you can get the efficiency of running virtualized compute and
storage functions on the same server; and you don’t need to buy more dedicated storage
hardware. What’s more, with IBM Spectrum Storage Suite, you can make this evolution with no
change to your software licenses.

A software suite with a single license that makes growth and change
easy

Here’s how evolving your capacity with IBM Spectrum Storage Suite works: Simply add up the
TBs of physical capacity you want to include in the software-defined environment. This capacity
defines the cost of IBM Spectrum Storage Suite. If your capacity remains the same over time,
your cost remains the same, too—regardless of how many software components you deploy.
And as capacity grows—typically with increases in storage-rich servers and decreases in SAN
storage—the cost keeps pace. A 10 percent increase in TB, for example, would mean simply a
10 percent increase in software cost.

The licensing structure of IBM Spectrum Storage Suite is designed to help make your storage
costs more predictable and your storage budgets easier to manage. Meanwhile, tape storage,
when used for massive volumes of archived or seldom-used data, is not calculated into the suite
pricing.
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IBM Spectrum Storage Suite licensing options at-a-glance

Perpetual Designed for capital expenditure budgeting
• One-time, upfront purchase of a single license for all products
• Annual subscription and support fee for access to technical support and product
upgrades
• Ideal for users with slower growing or easier-to-predict capacity needs

Committed term Designed for operational expenditure budgeting
• Renewable term license for all products, with cost per terabyte of storage
• Licensed for a committed term from 12 to 60 months
• License for use of software, download updates and technical support for the license
term
• Ideal for clients who need flexibility but with lower costs from a longer commitment

Monthly Designed for operational expenditure budgeting
• A single license for all products, with cost per terabyte of storage
• Licensed for a specified term, usually one to 60 months with the option to cancel at any
time
• License for use of software, download updates and technical support for the license
term
• Ideal for users with rapidly growing capacity needs or who experience short-term spikes
in demand
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Why IBM?

As a trusted supplier of storage software for
more than 20 years, IBM has helped
thousands of organizations improve data
access and availability, and get costs under
control. IBM gives you confidence your data
will be available when you need it, and
recoverable anytime. IBM research
innovations and best practices developed
from hands-on field experience combine to
provide a solid foundation for building
successful business outcomes.

For more information

To learn more about IBM Spectrum Storage
Suite, please contact your IBM
representative or IBM Business Partner, or
visit: ibm.com/spectrumstorage

Additionally, IBM Global Financing provides
numerous payment options to help you
acquire the technology you need to grow
your business. We provide full lifecycle
management of IT products and services,
from acquisition to disposition. For more
information, visit: ibm.com/financing

http://www.ibm.com/spectrumstorage
http://www.ibm.com/spectrumstorage
https://www.ibm.com/financing
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